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Gift of Thanks 
By Josh Figueroa, Grand Knight 

Our hope is not in the new year...but in the one who makes all things new. 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11) 

2022 AD is here and full of hope and new gifts from God. I would like to thank all of you dearly, all who made 2021 
possible. Brother Knights, Lady Knights, all who contributed. Special thanks to all the Officers who made our meetings 
possible: Worthy Financial Secretary Deacon Larry for all you do, and setting up the media in team-work with Brother 
Tim Spinelli via Zoom. Past Grand Knight, Worthy Warden Peter Kilkenny for setting up for the meetings and helpers. 
Worthy Deputy Grand Knight Michael Fazio, and Worthy Chancellor Gary Mello for chairing the meetings. All those 
who committed so much to the Fireworks booth and the ID drive, which both had record numbers for 2021 AD, Worthy 
Trustee’s -  Past Grand Knight Miguel Sabral and Past Grand Knight Joe Romanazzi. Thank you to both our pastors 
for all of their support, special thanks to Fr. Tom Lucas, Fr. Eduino Silveira, clergy, staff, and parishioners who allow us 
to serve them. 

There are too many names and thank yous to list, but cheers to all of you of 4970 and cheers to a new year of hope, 
gifts, and prosperity.          
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Knights Assist with SJE 

Mercy Hall Renovations 
By Michael Fazio, Deputy Grand 

Knight 

Ten council members joined others 
at St. John the Evangelist Parish to 
prepare for upcoming renovations 
to Mercy Hall.  The parish is 
renovating the old convent to serve 
as an enhanced meeting facility. 
SJE Pastor, Fr. Bernardin Mugabo, 
tasked the Knights with the 
preparation work.  Brother Knights 
assisted with removing 
administrative material, books, 
shelves, and furniture. Brothers 
completed the work in sufficient 
time to allow overall removal of 
non-essential material from the 
parish grounds by the contractor. 

 Continued Page 2 

Congratulations to 

Grand Knight Joshua 

Figueroa: Graduate of 

Shasta College’s 65th 

Fire Academy 
By Michael Fazio, Deputy Grand 

Knight 

Grand Knight Josh Figueroa 
completed the 65th Fire 
Academy at Shasta College in 
December.  Josh is now eligible 
for placement as a firefighter in 
California.  Check out the below 
YouTube video which chronicles 
his experience: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=fUcJrgDJt08, as well as as 
some pictures of his fellow 
graduates.  

Continued Page 2 

 

January Calendar  

Jan 5 – Bible Study  7 pm 
  Zoom  

Jan 11 – Business Meeting 7:30 pm 
  Our Lady of the Assumption 

Jan 19 – Bible Study  7 pm 
  Rose Room Saint Ignatius  

Jan 20 – Lady Knights Luncheon 1 pm 
  El Tapatio Mexican Restaurant 
 
Jan 25 – Planning Meeting 7:30 pm 
  Our Lady of the Assumption 

Jan 30- Pancake Breakfast Time TBD 
  Saint John the Evangelist  
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Continued from Page 1 – Mercy Hall 

Renovations 

This parish saved significant costs by 
having us complete this first stage of 
renovations. 

Check out photos of Brothers Jerry 
Butler, Michael Corcoran, and Ken 
MacDonald performing the work on 
page 6.  Well done, brothers.   

 

Return 
 

 

Continued from Page 1 – Shasta College’s 65th Fire Academy 

We pray for the success of 
Josh and his fellow 
graduates as they embark 
on their careers as first 
responders, and pray for 
their safety and wellbeing.   
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COUNCIL 4970 OFFICERS 

Grand Knight 
Josh Figueroa (707-812-4894) 

 
Chaplain 

Fr. Eduino Silveira (916-481-5115) 
pastor@olaparish.net 

 
Deputy Grand Knight 

Michael Fazio (973-747-6007) 
 

Financial Secretary 
Dcn. Larry Niekamp (916-962-1324) 

 
Chancellor 

Gary Mello (916-996-7438) 
 

Warden 
Peter Kilkenny (916-692-5446) 

 
Guards 

Bill Davis (916-944-1348) 
Ben Dougherty (916-470-7599) 

 
Treasurer 

Steve Millner (916-502-3162) 
 

Recorder 
Tim Spinelli (916-812-0518) 

 
Advocate 

Todd Wilson (916-961-2761) 
 

Lecturer 
Ken MacDonald (916-284-6541) 

 
Trustees 

Joe Romanazzi (916-965-4633) 
Miguel Sabral (916-397-1728) 

Michael Dougherty (916-470-7599) 
 

District Deputy - District 9 
Lou Salvatore (acting) 

Insurance Field Agent 

Greg Bronson (530-503-7473) 
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JOE’S CAFÉ …Stop by for a tasty bit!  -  
By Joe Romanazzi, Past Grand Knight  

Magnets and God Both Attract, Draw and Pull 

We all know about the scene of the miraculous catch 
of fish in Luke’s Gospel. Jesus is walking along the 
shore of Lake Gennesaret when he comes across 
Simon Peter and his brother Andrew. They are 
witnesses to the miraculous catch of fish. After the 
miracle comes the call from Jesus who says, “Do not 
be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” They abandoned their nets 
and followed Him. Walking on, He saw James and John, the sons of Zebedee 
and called them too, forming the first nucleus of disciples. Like a strong 
magnet, they were being drawn toward Jesus to continue His spiritual 
mission.  

The Wall Street Journal published an article 
in their October 18, 2021 edition dealing with 
magnet fishing. I had never heard of magnet 
fishing before reading the article. It started 
as a pandemic craze in Europe and is now 
popular in our country. Magnet fishing is 
using powerful magnets to pull metal objects out of bodies of water. A really 
good strong magnet, a sturdy rope, gloves, a bucket and hand sanitizer are 
important magnet fishing supplies. Magnets come in different weights and 
sizes and are measured in diameter and pull force. Magnets can cost a few 
dollars to hundreds of dollars. A top-notch fishing magnet small enough to 
hold in one hand but with a pull force of thousands of pounds will run more 
than $250. The magnet fishers say it’s a win-win hobby: They have fun 
discovering what’s hiding under the surface, and they are cleaning the 
environment by removing trash from the waterways. Bicycles, jewelry, knifes, 
shopping carts, guns, tools, coins and hardware are among the numerous 
items caught by magnet fishers. They also catch lots and lots of smelly trash 
and rusty scrap metal which often creates a public nuisance mess and a 
headache for clean-up crews when it is left behind at the end of a “fishing 
trip.”  

Much to my amazement there are even magnet fishing jokes. For example: 
Three men were sitting by the side of a lake holding fishing poles with the 
lines in the water. A Game Warden came up behind them, tapped them on 
the shoulder and said, "Excuse me, but I'd like to see your fishing licenses." 
"We don't have any," replied the first guy. "Well, if you’re going to fish, you 
need fishing licenses," said the Game Warden. "But, officer," replied the 
second guy, "we aren't fishing. We all have magnets at the end of our lines 
and we're collecting debris off the bottom of the river." The Game Warden 
lifted up all the lines and, sure enough, there were horseshoe magnets tied on the end of each line. "Well, I know of no law 
against that," said the Game Warden. "Take all the debris you want." And with that, the Game Warden left. As soon as the 
Game Warden was out of sight, the three men started laughing hysterically. "What a dumb fish cop," Buster said to the 
other two. "Doesn't he know there are steelhead trout in this lake?"  

Seriously, God’s magnetism flows through all us. It is infinitely more powerful than any human magnet on earth. God created 
us to be drawn to him—body, soul, and spirit, and if necessary to be pulled. God wants us, more than anything else, to be 
close to Him. He induces us to come nearer to Him with everlasting love and unfailing kindness. Several Bible verses talk 
about God drawing us closer. One is Jeremiah 31:3: “I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with 
unfailing kindness.”   

My Brothers, God gives real meaning to our human lives by working through us and in us. The closer we are drawn to His 
son Jesus Christ, the more apt we are to draw others closer to Him. This allows us to boast we caught a few souls or at 
least influenced a few souls even though for the time being they got away. Either way we are successful anglers in God’s 
eyes.  

 

Program Directors 

Sr. Program Director 

Michael Fazio (973-747-6007) 

 

FAITH 
Ken MacDonald (916-631-0774) 

 

FAMILY 
Shawn Herrick (916-607-0404) 

 
COMMUNITY 

Loren Wallin (916-878-7777) 
 

LIFE 
John Mizerak (916-332-5511) 

 

COUNCIL AFFAIRS 
Will Friesen (916-225-2440) 

 

Selected Service Committees 

Youth 

Loren Wallin (916-723-2970) 

Membership Director 

Joe Kievernagel (916-487-7029) 

Membership Committee 

Ken Macdonald (916-631-0774) 

Public Relations 

Gene Gobbo (916-283-5223) 
egobbo@surewest.net 

Paladin Content Editor 
Mike Fazio (973-747-6007) 

mfazioshu3@gmail.com 

Paladin Layout Editor 
Will Friesen (916-225-2440) 

will.friesen@friesen-research.com 

Photographer 

Jerry Marenich (916-514-8027) 

Website 

kofc4970.com  
Will Friesen (916-225-2440) 
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My New Year’s Resolution: I Surrender  
By Michael Fazio, Deputy Grand Knight 

The Christmas season brings with it the opportunity for me to rewatch 
many holiday classics.  One of my annual traditions is to rewatch Frank 
Capra’s “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  Although many of us remember the joyful 
ending scenes, the movie is very dark in many ways.  We see George 
Bailey’s dreams continuously dashed by a series of events and 
circumstances.  By Christmas Eve he is the “warped, frustrated” man he 
earlier accused Mr. Potter of being.  With his life in turmoil (after $8,000 
was stolen from the Bailey Building and Loan), he lashes out at his wife 
and family, angrily destroys the material representations of his dreams, 
gets drunk, and decides to kill himself because he thinks life is not worth 
living.  But, at least, he says a prayer that is answered by Clarence 
Odbody, Angel Second Class, who gives him the gift of seeing what his 
life would be like without him.   

While George isn’t the hero of the movie in my mind (Mary is, because she 
sprung into action to save George—but that’s a story for another article), 
George did make a heroic decision after his visit from Clarence.  After 
seeing his impact on the world, he decided to surrender to God and ask to 
live again.  Not in a world where his dreams to build things and see the 
world come true, not in a world where he finds the $8,000 and all is well, 
but in the world God created.  A messy world where he plays a small, but 
important role in helping people build their own home. Where he is a father, 
son, friend, and servant of the community.  Not George Bailey’s world, but 
God’s.  At the end of the movie, George understood his role in the 
theodrama that is life, accepted it, and started to live his life with joy. And 
he also saw the many heroic acts he did in his life—saving Mr. Gower and 
the young boy from being poisoned; saving his brother Harry from 
drowning; building homes for Ernie Bishop, Mr. Martini, and countless 
others—was George Bailey cooperating with God.   

Surrender to God. It sounds simple. It makes sense.  But, it’s hard to do. I 
want to do things my way.  I don’t want anyone telling me what to do.  But 
when I do things my way, instead of God’s, it doesn’t work.  I know that.  
And still, I hang on to the illusion of control—hoping my will and “thy will” 
will be the same.  But my will needs to yield his will.  As John the Baptist 
said, “he must increase, I must decrease.”   

For 2022, I surrender to God’s will for my life.  I will need to keep doing this 
again and again as I go through the year.  My prayer for this coming year is simple: “God, give me what I need today.”  Not 
what I want, not what I think I need, not what I hope you think I need, but just what I need today.  With that, I will be able to 
trust that God will give me what I need to do his will that day.  And, with that surrender, I can live a wonderful life.  

  

 

COUNCIL 4970 REQUESTED MASSES TO BE CELEBRATED IN JAN-FEB 2022 

A Council requested Mass for Mariano Silveira, brother of our Chaplain Fr. Eduino Silveira, will be celebrated at Our Lady 
of the Assumption Church on Friday, January 14, 2022 at 8:00 A. M. 

A Council requested Mass for PGK Richard Schultz will be celebrated at St. John the Evangelist Church on Thursday, 
January 20, 2022 at 8:30 A.M. 

A Council requested Mass for Bro. Father Dave Ayotte will be celebrated at St. Ignatius of Loyola Church on Thursday, 
January 27, 2022 at 8:00 A.M. 

A Council requested Mass for Brother John Storelli will be celebrated at St. John the Evangelist Church on Tuesday, 
February 1, 2022 at 8:30 A.M.  

PRAYER LIST 

 

Names on the sick/distress list are 
removed after being on the list for more 
than one year.  Names may be reinstated 
simply by contacting Will Friesen at 
will.friesen@friesen-research.com, or by 
personal request at any meeting. Some 
very long-term entries (marked with an 
asterisk) will remain since they are known 
special cases. Names will continue to be 
removed each month as their anniversary 
occurs. 
 

Brothers, families, and friends listed 
below will be remembered during our 

business meetings: 

 

Aborted Children 
All Caregivers of the sick 

Chuck Cuny (dec) 
Mario LaSchiazza 
Ben Dougherty 
Joe Kievernagel 

Mark Kievernagel (dec) 
Richard Hill (dec) 

Steven Koscheski (dec) 
Pope Francis 

Pope Benedict 
Father Dave Ayotte 

Don and Joan Cotton 
Richard Shuttz (dec) 

Trevor Zerilli (brain surgery) 

Dan Aseltine  

 

Lady Knights: 

Norma Niekamp 
Danielle Corcoran  

 

To report illness or death contact 
Fraternal Committee 

PGK Michael Dougherty 
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2021 Annual ID Drive Recap                          
By Joe Romanazzi and Peter Mendenhall, PGKs and ID Drive Chairmen 

 

We are joyous and grateful for those who have made it possible for Council 4970 to continue our mission of helping to 
send intellectually disabled campers to Camp ReCreation each summer. Our annual ID Drive, (aka our Tootsie Roll 
Drive), was another huge success this year with thousands of dollars in donations received. Here are our Council results: 

St. John the Evangelist Parish (SJE): $1,165.72 

Our Lady of the Assumption Parish (OLA): $1,911.21 

St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish (SI): $1,925.55 

Emigh Hardware: $1,559.82 

Mail-ins received from Brother Knights, Lady Knights and Others: $9,550.00 

TOTAL DONATIONS RECEIVED: $16,112.30 

The Lord sent many laborers and friends to assist us. Our thanks to our blue-shirted helpers; Brothers Gene Gobbo, Bill 
Davis, Jerry Butler, Tony Carvelli, Josh Figueroa, Sid Tarengo II, Ken Macdonald, Peter Kilkenny, Michael Langer, Tom 
Nelson, Mike Dougherty, Jerry Marenich, Patrick Topor, Steve Millner, Mike Fazio, Bobby Bello, Larry Rositani, Miguel 
Sabral, Gary Mello and Rich Romo. 

We also want to give thanks to the many, many Brother Knights, Lady Knights, clergy and parishioners from SJE, OLA, and 
SI who supported our ID Drives and contributed their money to send a whole bunch of happy campers with special needs 
to Camp ReCreation next summer. A special thank you goes to General Manager Craig Franklin and his staff at Emigh 
Hardware for their hospitality and for allowing us to stand in front of their busy store filling our donation buckets over and 
over again. With the help of 17 8th graders from Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary School working alongside our 
Brother Knights, a record $1,559.82 was collected from patrons visiting the store the third weekend of October.  

Above all, we give thanks to the Lord for He is good. God is remarkably generous and kind towards Arden-Carmichael 
Council 4970. He takes whatever we have to share and multiplies it for the good of others lacking funds. These gifts which 
He has graciously provided to us when used for the good of others results in bringing Him glory. In return, He abundantly 
blesses us, our families, the work of our Great Council and fills our hearts with over-flowing joy. Brothers, may the Lord 
lavish His blessings on intellectually disabled children, adults and their families and may members of this Council never 
cease to support them with our prayers, kindness, love and gifts 
 

 

  

SJE OLA SI Emigh Hardware 
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Men’s Bible Study  
Calling all men to an engaging discussion of the previous Sunday’s gospel.  We will meet on Zoom on January 5 and in 
the Rose Room at Saint Ignatius on January 19, 2022 (subject to change).  Bible Study starts at 7 p.m., 2021. Please join 
us, wear a mask (in person), and invite a friend. 

Contact Michael Fazio at mfazioshu3@gmail.com for more information and Zoom link.   

January 5 Reading: Solemnity of the Epiphany, Matthew 2:1-12 

Question: Go and search diligently for the child. For what am I searching? How can I be more diligent 
in my efforts to grow in holiness? 

January 19 

Return 

Reading Second Week in Ordinary Time, John 2:1-11 

Question: When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” For what do 
I need to ask God? How can I be more attentive to the needs of others? 

 

The Knights around Town 

 

PGK Peter Kilkenny giving $500 check to Seminarian 

Edgar Lozano 

Acting DD Lou Salvatore presenting the Fr. McGivney 

Award to PGK Mike Dougherty 

Fr. McGivney Award 

Robbie Spinelli 

dresses up as 

Blessed Fr. 

McGivney 
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Council Celebrates Christmas with Annual 

Celebration 
By Michael Fazio, Deputy Grand Knight  

December 14, 2021 marked the return of our annual Council 
Christmas Party.  Past Grand Knight Miguel Sabral and Lady 
Knight Debra Sabral hosted a fabulous dinner party with 41 
people in attendance.  Father Tom Lucas, pastor of Saint 
Ignatius of Loyal Parish, offered a blessing before the meal.  
Dinner included Tukey, Ham, Salad, Mac & Cheese, pies, and 
cake.  Door prizes were handed out.  Attendees also contributed 
$275 to the Bishop Gallegos Maternity Home.   

PGK Miguel would like to recognize all the volunteers who made 
the party a success, including PGKs Deacon Larry Niekamp and 
Peter Kilkenny.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Dental Care Eligibility Expansion and Enhancement Act of 2021 
by Dan Aseltine – Veterans Chairman 

In October 2021, a bill was introduced in the US Senate (S. 3017) that would gradually expand dental coverage to eligible 
Veterans who receive medical care from the US Department of Veterans Affairs.  This legislation is being sponsored by 
Senators Sanders (Vermont), Blumenthal (Connecticut), Gillibrand (New York), Booker (New Jersey), and Hirono 
(Hawaii). 

S. 3017 has been referred to the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs for its consideration. 

If passed into law in its present form, S. 3107 would significantly expand the number of Veterans who are eligible for 
dental care from the VA.  Of course, there is no certainty that this legislation will pass the Senate, the House of 
Representatives, and be signed into law by the President. 

Presently, the VA is limited to providing outpatient dental services to disabled Veterans rated 100% service connected, 
those who were held as prisoner-of-war, those who have sustained dental trauma in performance of military service, 
Veterans receiving homeless services, and to some Veterans the Secretary of the VA determines require such care to 
provide effective preventative health care. 

S. 3017 proposes to phase in the provision of dental services to all Veterans enrolled in the VA health care system, over 
an eight-year timeframe.   The initial priority would be Veterans with service-connected conditions rated at least 30% or 
greater (priority groups 1 and 2 under Title 38, United States Code, Section 1705(a)). The VA would increase the number 
of sites for dental services at each of the four phases of implementation, commensurate with the growth in the eligible 
Veteran population at each phase. Each phase would take two years to implement and end when all enrolled Veterans in 
priority groups 1-8 are eligible. 

The eight-year, phased-in implementation schedule envisioned by S. 3017 would allow the VA time to develop program 
capacity, obtain the necessary resources to hire dental staff or contract with dentists in the community for such services, 
and make any adjustments necessary to support this new proposed dental benefit for Veterans using VA care.    
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Knights of Columbus Ladies Luncheon 
By Jean Gobbo 

The December luncheon was another rousing success! Thanks, ladies, 
for making these times together so much fun. Next month we begin 
luncheons on the 3rd Thursday of the month, January 20th. We will 
meet at El Tapatio Mexican Restaurant, 5637 Sunrise Blvd, Citrus 
Heights, at 1 p.m. 

May your New Years be filled with love, laughter, and peace. 

See you on the 20th! 

Questions? Call Jean Gobbo 916 283 5223 or Glenda MacDonald 916 
631 0774 
 
Return 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

ARDEN – CARMICHAEL COUNCIL 4970 
PO BOX 175 
Carmichael    CA  95609 

 

ELECTRONIC SERVICE 
REQUESTED 


